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Religious Liberty-America’s First Freedom
“To be Catholic and American should mean not
having to choose one over the other”  USCCB

Sponsored by St. Thomas More Society Catholic

Attorneys Guild of the Diocese of Dallas, TX

Friday, June 22, 2012 – Feast of St. Thomas More

8:30 am to 1:30 pm

Christ the King Community Center

8017 Preston Road

Dallas, Texas 75225
The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops has called for a “A Fortnight for Freedom,” the two-week period from June 21 to July 4—beginning with the feasts of St. Thomas More and St. John Fisher and ending with Independence Day—to focus “all the energies the Catholic community can muster” for religious liberty.
Who may Attend?

Attendance is open to all individuals, regardless of religious affiliation. The morning conference is designed to provide attorney with historical tools to analyze the modern issues of religious liberty. The luncheon talk by Fr. Paul Weinberger is a meditation on the theme of religious liberty.
Registration

Registration deadline is Friday, June 15th. Registration fee (including lunch) is $50 for members of the St. Thomas More Society; $65 for non-members. Reduced fees are available if no lunch is desired or to attend only the lunch. See inside for details. In order to register, complete the registration form and mail with your check to the address indicated on the registration form or register online at www.stmsdallas.org.
CLE

Application is pending with the State Bar of Texas for 2.5 hours of continuing legal education.
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Schedule
8:00
Registration begins

8:30
Rosary and Opening Remarks

9:00
Runnymeade to Philadelphia



Jeff Turner, Esq., Pesek & Helms, P.C. Dallas, TX

9:45
Religious Liberty and the Law: The Perspective of Thomas More as Chief Judge, Philosopher, and Legal Historian


Professor Gerald Wegemer, University of Dallas

10:30
Break

10:45
Religious Liberty: Current Issues



HHS contraception regulations and associated litigation

Thomas Brandt and Frank Valenzuela
Fanning Harper Martinson Brandt & Kutchin, PC
12:00
Mass in honor of the Feast Day of St. Thomas More and St. John Fisher

12:30
Lunch – A Fortnight for Freedom


Fr. Paul Weinberger, Chaplin, STMS
Presenters
Gerard B. Wegemer, Ph.D., is the Director of The Center for Thomas More Studies and Professor of English. He has published many articles and books on Thomas More and is a member of the Board of Editors for Moreana, the international journal on Thomas More and his times. He has graduate degrees in political philosophy and Renaissance literature from the University of Notre Dame, Georgetown University, and Boston College. Recently Prof. Wegemer co-edited the book on Thomas More's Trial by Jury: A Procedural and Legal Review with a Collection of Documents (2011). He is deemed "one of the pre-eminent scholars on St. Thomas More." 
Thomas P. Brandt serves as head of the local government and employment law section at Fanning Harper Martinson Brandt & Kutchin, P.C., of Dallas.  Tom’s practice includes representation of cities, counties, school districts, public officials and private sector clients in the areas of civil rights and employment law and has included numerous cases before the appellate courts, Texas Supreme Court, and the United States Supreme Court. Tom is a 1985 graduate with a joint degree (J.D./M.P.A.) from the University of Texas Law School and the Lyndon B. Johnson School of Public Affairs.  Tom and his wife Mary have six children.   

Francisco (Frank) J. Valenzuela is a partner at Fanning Harper Martinson Brandt & Kutchin, P.C., of Dallas in the government section.  His practice focuses on school litigation, employment litigation, and local government defense. Admitted to The Florida Bar in 2003 and State Bar of Texas in 2006, Frank is licensed to practice in all Texas and Florida state courts and the U.S. District Courts for the Northern District of Texas and Northern and Southern Districts of Florida. Prior to joining FHMBK, Frank worked as Associate Corporate Counsel for the Morgan Management Corporation, which operates Morgan Buildings and Spas, Inc. and related Morgan companies. Originally from Miami, Frank received his undergraduate degree in Politics from the University of Dallas and his law degree from Notre Dame Law School, where he was on the Moot Court Team. He and his wife moved back to Dallas from Miami in late 2005 to raise their family. Frank enjoys spending time with his family and friends, including coaching soccer and playing sports. Frank has earned inclusion on the Texas Rising Stars listing for three consecutive years, 2010-2012.

Jeffrey S. Turner is partner with the Dallas law firm of Pesek Helms & Turner, LLP, specializing in business formation and corporate representation, estate planning, probate, guardianship and real estate.  Jeff is a Fellow in Constitutional Studies at the College of St. Thomas More, active with the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, and frequently publishes editorials on business, political and religious topics.  He is a 1992 graduate of Notre Dame Law School and a 1989 graduate of Southern Methodist University. 

The St. Thomas More Society of the Diocese of Dallas
The St. Thomas More Society of the Diocese of Dallas is an association of Catholic lawyers who live or work in the Diocese of Dallas.  The Society encourages Catholic attorneys to live a Christian vocation by sanctifying their daily work. The Society strives to provide opportunities for Catholic lawyers to strengthen their faith through discussion of common problems and through presentations that deepen and enhance understanding of the Church and the laws of God.  For more information, and a membership application, visit the Society’s website at www.stmsdallas.org. 
Registration Form (Deadline is Friday, June 15th) 
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Sponsored by St. Thomas More Society CatholicAttorneys Guild of the Diocese of Dallas, TX

Friday, June 22, 2012
8:30 am to 1:30 pm

Christ the King Catholic Church

8017 Preston Road

Dallas, Texas 75225
Mail this registration to:
 St. Thomas More Society of Dallas

%Pat Adcock, JDA Engineering

11520 N. Central Expy. #130

Dallas, TX 75243-6672

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY
Name_____________________________________________________ Firm______________________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________ Suite________ City__________________Zip_____________________

Telephone___________________________________________Email____________________________________________________________

Name as you wish it on your nametag:_____________________________________________________________

Deadline for registration is Friday, June 15th
Morning CLE and Luncheon Talk (current STMS members)
$ 50

Morning CLE and Luncheon Talk (non-members)
$ 65

Morning CLE, no lunch (current STMS members)
$ 30

Morning CLE, no lunch (non-members)
$ 40

Lunch and talk by Fr. Paul Weinberger (no CLE)
$ 20
Make checks payable to St. Thomas More Society

Total Enclosed $_________

For questions, contact Karen Brophy
kbrophy@cityofirving.org
